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possibility of visiting the United States for the
United Nations General Assembly. So I will be
considering it then.

President Obama. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. at the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Prime Min-
ister Kan spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on the Death of Senator Robert C. Byrd
June 28, 2010

I was saddened to hear this morning that the
people of West Virginia have lost a true champi-
on, the United States Senate has lost a venera-
ble institution, and America has lost a voice of
principle and reason with the passing of Robert
C. Byrd.

Senator Byrd’s story was uniquely American.
He was born into wrenching poverty, but edu-
cated himself to become an authoritative schol-
ar, respected leader, and unparalleled champi-
on of our Constitution. He scaled the summit of
power, but his mind never strayed from the
people of his beloved West Virginia. He had the
courage to stand firm in his principles, but also
the courage to change over time.

He was as much a part of the Senate as the
marble busts that line its chamber and its corri-
dors. His profound passion for that body and its
role and responsibilities was as evident behind
closed doors as it was in the stemwinders he
peppered with history. He held the deepest re-
spect of members of both parties, and he was
generous with his time and advice, something I
appreciated greatly as a young Senator.

We take solace in the fact that he is reunited
with his wife of nearly 69 years, Erma, and our
thoughts and prayers are with their daughters,
their grandchildren, and great-grandchildren,
and all the people of West Virginia who loved
Robert C. Byrd.

Statement on the New National Space Policy
June 28, 2010

Over the past 50 years, America has led the
world in space exploration, broadening humani-
ty’s horizons and our understanding of the uni-
verse. And our achievements have in turn led to
incredible technological advances that have im-
proved our lives and transformed our economy.
We can point to satellites orbiting hundreds of
miles overhead that can identify our location
within inches or communications systems that
allow information to flow around the world as
never before. In part, what has made this prog-
ress possible was a commitment by our Nation
to scientific discovery and technological innova-
tion and an unyielding faith in the future, even
during difficult times.

That is why each President since Dwight
Eisenhower has defined a national space policy:
to ensure that as we confront the pressing issues
of the day, we continue to press forward in the
pursuit of new frontiers. Today my administra-
tion is continuing in this tradition. We are re-
leasing a new national space policy, designed to

strengthen America’s leadership in space while
fostering untold rewards here on Earth. For
even as we continue our relentless focus on the
serious challenges we face at home and abroad,
our long-term success and leadership as a na-
tion demands that we do not lose sight of the
promise of the future.

Our policy reflects the ways in which our im-
peratives and our obligations in space have
changed in recent decades. No longer are we
racing against an adversary; in fact, one of our
central goals is to promote peaceful cooperation
and collaboration in space, which not only will
ward off conflict, but will help to expand our ca-
pacity to operate in orbit and beyond. In addi-
tion, this policy recognizes that as our reliance
on satellites and other space-based technologies
increases, so too does our responsibility to ad-
dress challenges such as debris and other haz-
ards. No longer is space just a destination to
reach; it is a place where we must be able to
work in ways that are responsible, sustainable,



June 28 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

896

and safe. And it is central to our security and
the security of our allies, as spaced-based tech-
nology allows us to communicate more effec-
tively, to operate with greater precision and
clarity, and to better protect our men and
women in uniform.

But above all, this policy is about the
boundless possibilities of the future. That is
why we seek to spur a burgeoning commercial
space industry, to rapidly increase our capabil-
ities in space while bolstering America’s com-
petitive edge in the global economy. We are
proposing improved observation of the Earth,
to gain new insights into our environment and
our planet. We set ambitious goals for NASA:
ramping up robotic and human space explora-
tion, with our sights set on Mars and beyond,
to improve the capacity of human beings to

learn and work safely beyond the Earth for ex-
tended periods of time. And this policy recog-
nizes the importance of inspiring a new gener-
ation of young people to pursue careers in sci-
ence and engineering. For, ultimately, our
leadership as a nation, in this or any endeavor,
will depend on them.

In short, this policy, while new, reflects the
standards of leadership we have set since the
dawn of the space age and ideals as old as
America itself. We do not fear the future; we
embrace the future. Even in times of trial, we
do not turn inward; we harness the ingenuity
and talents of our people, we set bold goals for
our Nation, and we lead the world toward new
frontiers. That is what has ensured our pros-
perity in the past. And that is what will ensure
our prosperity in this new century as well.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Federal Reserve Chairman Ben S.
Bernanke and an Exchange With Reporters
June 29, 2010

The President. Well, I just had an excellent
conversation with Chairman Bernanke. This is
a periodic discussion that we have to get the
Chairman’s assessment of the economy and to
discuss some of the policy initiatives that we
have here at the White House.

I think in our discussions, we share the view
that the economy is strengthening, that we are
into recovery, that it’s actually led by some in-
teresting sectors like manufacturing that we
haven’t seen in quite some time: the tech sec-
tors are strong. We have gone from losing
750,000 jobs per month to 5 months of job
growth now, private sector job growth that is
obviously so important to consumer confi-
dence and the well-being of the economy
overall.

But what we also agreed is that we’ve still
got a lot of work to do. There is a great con-
cern about the 8 million jobs that were lost
during the course of these last 2 years, and
that we’ve got to continually push the pace of
economic growth in order to put people back
to work. That ultimately is the measure for
most Americans of how well the economy is
doing. 

And although we’ve seen corporate profits
go up, we have seen some very positive trends
in a number of sectors, unfortunately, because
of the troubles that we’ve seen in Europe,
we’re now seeing some headwinds and some
skittishness and nervousness on the part of the
markets and on part of business and investors.
And so we’re still going to have to work
through that.

The thing that I think both of us empha-
sized was that if we can make sure that we
continue to do the things that we’re doing,
deal with folks who need help—so passing un-
employment insurance, for example; making
sure that we are working to get credit flowing
to small businesses that are still having some
difficulties in the credit markets; strengthen-
ing consumer confidence—then we think that
the general trends will be good. But we’re go-
ing to have to keep on paying a lot of attention
to the labor markets and helping people who
have been displaced during the last couple of
years get back into the labor market. So that’s
going to be a major challenge.

We also talked about the financial regulato-
ry reform package that has now cleared both
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